
Welcome to the Winter addition of our newsletter, with the onset of winter we are probably all hoping that it 
won’t get too cold this year. Maybe we will have another mild Winter like last year! We hope that you and all 
your precious pets are prepared for this time of year, a time when we like to snuggle into the warmth near a 

heater, or fire. Don’t forget that our pets will also be starting to feel the change in the weather, making it a good time 
to ensure they have a nice warm, padded area to sleep. We aim to bring you a wide variety of information for your 
enjoyment in this newsletter as well as some important changes to take note of. So grab yourself a nice warm cuppa 
and take a break to enjoy reading our newsletter. 
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The Rottweiler is a large dog that 
originated from Rottweil, Germany. 
They are commonly nicknamed Rot-
tie’s and are a very intelligent breed 
with a good nature. They are fond of 
children, very devoted, obedient and 
eager to work. Their behaviour is 
self-assured, steady and fearless. 
They react to their surroundings with 
great alertness. Rottie’s  have an 
inherent desire to protect home and 
family, making them especially 
suited as a companion, guardian and 
general all-purpose dog.  
Rottweilers are a powerful breed 
with well developed herding and 
guarding instincts. As with any 
breed, potentially dangerous behav-
ior in Rottweilers usually results 
from irresponsible ownership, abuse, 
neglect, or lack of socialisation and 
training. The exceptional strength of 
the Rottweiler is an additional risk 
factor not to be neglected. It is for 
this reason that formal training is 
essential and extensive socialisation 
is recommended for all Rottweilers.  
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Arthritis is also known as degenerative joint disease 
and is the progressive and permanent deterioration of 
the joint cartilage. Cartilage has a limited ability to 
repair and regenerate in response to injury. The joint 
becomes either thickened or worn down leading to 
inflammation, discomfort and pain.  
It is estimated that by one year of age, 20% of dogs 
have some degree of arthritis, unfortunately younger 
dogs can also become affected by arthritis.  
Often the signs of arthritis are slow in onset and var-
ied. The animal may have difficulty rising after sleep-
ing or rest, become less enthusiastic about playing, fail to move as freely as they used to or 
flinch when touched on an affected area. The best way to determine the extent of the arthri-
tis is to have a thorough physical examination followed by radiography of the joints that we 
suspect are affected. General anaesthesia is often needed to take quality images of certain 
joints. It is essential for assessment of the hips as hip dysplasia is a common condition in 
many breeds of dog. 
Arthritis cannot be reversed and the disease will inevitably progress, however there are a 
number of options which can alleviate the discomfort and pain: 
- Sasha’s Blend: a rich source of natural compounds which allow improved lubrication and 
nourishing joint fluid to be produced.  
- Cartrophen injections: have a number of benefits including inhibition of cartilage break 
down, stimulation of lubricants, improvement of blood flow to the affected joint and block-
ing of damaging free radical.  
- Hill’s Prescription Diet J/D: specially formulated with a unique “ advanced mobility for-
mula”  that eases aching joints and preserves healthy cartilage to slow down the progression 
of arthritis and contains high levels of EPA – a specific omega 3 fatty acid.  
- Daily anti-inflammatory medication: specifically non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs 
which provide anti-inflammatory effects and pain relief. Unfortunately they do nothing to 
slow the progression of arthritis. 

Our star 
patient for 

this newsletter is a friendly Rott-
weiler named ‘Thor’. Thor is no 

stranger to the scalpel, having had complex orthopaedic procedures 
performed in both stifle (knee) joints for cruciate ligament degenera-
tion. This surgery was done in Sydney by a specialist small animal 
surgeon. In recent months, Thor developed swelling of the middle digit 
in his front paw. Radiographs indicated that joint infection was likely 
to be the cause, most likely as an extension of infection under the claw bed. The extent of 
the damage was severe enough that the response to antibiotic treatment was poor and ampu-
tation of the infected digit was the most logical option remaining. Thor has since had the 
digit amputated and after some initial discomfort associated with wound healing and dress-
ing changes, the results appear to have been worth the surgery. Amputation is obviously not 
something done unless there really are no other realistic alternatives. Well done Thor, let’s 
hope that’s the last surgical procedure you’ll have to endure! 
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We would like to introduce our new 
Vet Lisa Reynolds. Lisa has been 
in Australia for 12 months, working 

in the Darling Downs in Queensland. Lisa trained and 
worked in New Zealand as a Veterinarian for 3 years, 
with special interest in Dairy Cattle Medicine & Surgery. 
She will now be working at Moonee Beach as a full time 
Vet alongside Rob and Julia. We are looking forward to 
working with Lisa and being able to extend our services to you. We also want to 
take this opportunity to congratulate Rob and Marcy on the exciting news of an-
other addition to the family due in August.   
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Opening Hours 
In line with our continual aim of providing the utmost care and ser-
vice we have recently employed a new full time Vet in addition to 
Rob and our part time Vet Julia. With the introduction of our new 
Vet Lisa, we have extended our opening hours. This means we will now be 
opened Monday to Friday 8:30am to 5:30pm, Saturdays 8:30am to 1:00pm. We 
will continue to offer our 24 hour emergency service. Please note our After Hour 
calls are for genuine emergencies only. Our Vets will endeavour to answer your 
call as soon as possible, bearing in mind they may already be dealing with an 
emergency. In line with our veterinary practice policy all charges and fees must 
be paid at the time of the visit and cannot be put on account.  
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Congratulations to graduates of our Puppy Skool: Honey Child, 
Misty Joreid, Louie Bohman, Astro Moriz, Bella Smede, Poppy Pu-
pil, Harry Dillon, Lucy McTernan, Curly Burton and Daisy Geddes. 

are small to average sized 
lizards, that are found in 

predominantly warm climates throughout 
the world. There are around 91 species of 
geckos in Australia. Some are subtly pat-

terned and somewhat rubbery looking, while others are brightly col-
oured. Some species can change colour to blend in with their envi-
ronment or with particular temperatures. Australian geckos are 
largely nocturnal, feeding on a wide variety of arthropods and termites. Geckos 
are unique among lizards in their vocalizations, making chirping, wheezing, 
squeaking or barking sounds. Geckos have highly specialised toe pads covered 
with tens to hundreds of thousands of hair-like structures, known as setae, that 
allow them to move easily on smooth surfaces, such as glass and ceilings.  
FaKt: Most Geckos have no eyelids and instead have a transparent membrane 
which they lick to clean. 
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With Middy Mills 

����������	
������	��
Urinary incontinence is the involun-
tary loss of urine through an inabil-
ity to control urination. Urine is nor-
mally contained within the bladder 
and is stopped from leaking out by 
a urethral sphincter. The sphincter 
normally remains closed until the 
dog decides to consciously urinate. 
In urinary incontinence the sphinc-
ter will be lax and so urine will leak 
out. Common signs are urine drib-
bling from a dog. 
Urinary incontinence occurs in 
about 20% of desexed females. 
The incidence is higher if the dog is 
older then 6 or overweight. 
There are two common forms of 
medical treatment: 
1. Medication to strengthen the 

muscle tone and strength of the 
urethral sphincter. 

2. Hormone replacement therapy. 
If you are worried about your dog 
suffering from urinary incontinence 
a urine test is required to ensure 
there isn’t a secondary infection 
going on before commencing  
treatment. 
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Poppy 
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Manual rectal palpation as 
a tool for pregnancy diag-
nosis is a very cost effective and reliable method for detecting 
pregnancy status in cows and heifers. The accuracy is de-
pendent on the stage of pregnancy and is most reliable for 
those cattle between 2 and 4 months gestation. Ideally the 

time to arrange pregnancy testing is from 8 weeks after the end of the joining pe-
riod (when the bull has been removed). Any females ‘not detectably preg-
nant’ (NDP) at this stage can be identified for management purposes (most would 
elect to sell these empty females as they are a burden and cost to a beef breed-
ing enterprise). It is important that adequate facilities are available to preg test 
cattle safely and comfortably. Yards must be designed properly, as substandard 
facilities will only increase the risk of human and stock injury. The job will also 
take much longer to do when facilities are poor. One of the most important as-
pects of a preg testing session is cow identification. It is a pointless exercise with-
out a recording system to document the outcome. Even if empty females are im-
mediately drafted off for sale, gates can and do fail. Recording the result immedi-
ately alongside the ear tag number of that cow is crucial. 
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