
What a beautiful start to spring, seems like Spring commenced in August this year, hope you are all able to 
take advantage of these lovely days & milder evenings. It is the time of year for plants to bud but also the 
time of year for our not so popular Paralysis ticks to be out in full force. Time to remember to be diligent 

with tick prevention and tick searching of your pets. Busy lifestyles can often mean we forget to use Flea and Tick 
treatments on time leaving a period of no coverage on our pets. A good way to remind ourselves to do this important 
task is by marking it on our calendar. Reminder Timers are another great aid and when you purchase a 6 pack of 
Advantix you receive one free . Our spring newsletter has plenty of interesting topics for your enjoyment.  
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The Maltese Terrier originated in 
Italy/Malta, they are friendly, lov-
able, playful dogs, sociable and eager 
to learn, yet sensitive. They can get 
along really well with children and 
bond very closely with their handler. 
The Maltese terrier is a highly ener-
getic dog but is also very intelligent 
and will learn tricks and good behav-
iors quickly.   
The care for a Maltese will be time-
consuming, but if performed cor-
rectly, it will be as rewarding for the 
dog as it is for the owner.  The love 
that the Maltese will show for its 
owner, if treated properly, will far 
outweigh the time spent teaching it 
tricks and the rules of the house; a 
well-treated Maltese is a friend for 
life.   
Grooming requirements are substan-
tial, including daily brushing and 
combing and regular washing.  
The Maltese likes to avoid causing 
any problems and therefore usually 
gets on well with other dogs, house-
hold animals, and children. The 
breed causes no difficulties with visi-
tors. 
Maltese can be fussy eaters causing 
dental disease later in life, therefore 
it is important not to give in to their 
fussiness. Getting them used to eat-
ing chicken necks/wings, pigs ears, 
denti chews etc early in life will be 
of great benefit.�
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Tick paralysis is unique to the east coast of Australia. They can be found 
anywhere from the suburban backyard to the beachside vegetation but are 
most prolific in dense native vegetation where bandicoots live. 
Paralysis ticks are grey in colour, can be as small as a pin head or as large as 
a pea. The mouthparts are long and the legs are gathered around the sides adjacent. All 
other ticks are usually brown or dark grey. Spring is the peak season for tick paralysis, 
however sporadic cases of tick paralysis can occur all year round, even in the middle of 
winter. If left untreated tick paralysis is often fatal.  
 
The affected animal may show a great variety of signs that can be very subtle in the early 
stages. These include lethargy, inappetance, groaning when lifted, altered voice/bark/
meow, noisy panting, coughing, drooling, gagging, minor vomiting or regurgitation, di-
lated/large pupils (this is especially a subtle sign in cats). 
Later signs include:weakness and staggering (initially affecting the hindlimbs) leading to 
inability to stand or walk, slower grunting respiration, inability to lift head, worsening re-
gurgitation or drooling. 
It is important to note that when a tick is removed the signs often continue to worsen 
for up to 48hours. 
If you do find a paralysis tick on your animal it is important to remove it, even if your ani-
mal is not showing any of the above mentioned signs.  
 
PREVENTION:Daily searching and using tick repelling or tick preventative sprays, rinses, 
collars, top-spots and tablets are all useful to aid in preventing tick paralysis.  

Sharba is a 9 year old German Shepherd who presented as a very unwell 
dog with abdominal distension. We immediately took some blood to send 
for a routine panel, started her on fluids and took some radiographs of her 
enlarged abdomen. 
These revealed an abdominal mass associated with the kidney region. Due to the size of 
the abdominal mass, we referred Sharba for an abdominal ultrasound, here it was found 
that her kidneys had very large cysts associated with them. These cysts were not like any-
thing else that the vets had seen so Sharba was at this point referred to a veterinary special-
ist centre in Brisbane for a further workup. Here the cysts were drained and 3.6 litres of 
fluid were removed!  
Sharba underwent major abdominal surgery and biopsies were taken.  The pathology diag-
nosis returned to show this to be a unique and rare syndrome, hereditary in German Shep-
herd dogs called “nodular dermatofibrosis” with renal cell tumours. 
 
Sharba was started on a kidney diet to help ensure that her kidneys have as much support 
as possible. The basis of a kidney diet is high quality protein in small amounts to reduce 
the protein being lost through the kidneys. The diet also has added omega 3 fatty acids, 
soluble fibre, B vitamins and antioxidants. The k/d diet has been known to help prolong 
the life of patients with kidney problem by 2 fold. It has been over 18 months since Sharba 
was diagnosed and thanks to the ongoing diligence of her loving owners she is still enjoy-
ing life. 
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Rob enjoyed the Veterinary Conference in Darwin. He 
caught up with many vets and met some new faces and has   
acquired a whole wealth of information on many diverse 

topics. And YES he did catch a Barramundi.  

Julia is attending a Feline Medical Course in Cairns this month and will 
return with an awesome suntan as well as great information and in-
creased skills on Feline care. 
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We aim to provide the best possible health care for your pets and as 
part of this we may at times recommend referral to a veterinary spe-
cialist centre. This may either be for an orthopaedic (e.g. spinal) case, 
eye surgery (eg cataract), a complete abdominal ultrasound/CT or MRI 
or a specialist opinion.  

If the analogy of the veterinary surgeon is as a general practitioner for animals, 
then it is easy to see why vets are obliged to offer referral for a patient. Due to 
increased advancements similar to the field of human medicine, many previously 
untreatable or complicated conditions can be offered the best diagnostics and 
treatment by referral. Obviously such luxury comes at an increased cost and the 
ultimate decision is up to the pet owner. 
The closest veterinary referral/specialists hospitals are at least 4 hours drive away 
in the capital cities. These are similar to a medical and surgical referral centre for 
humans with additional 24 hour emergency and critical care facilities. When refer-
ral is not chosen, we try to discuss tricky cases with specialists over the phone or 
via email and manage cases as best we can. 
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Puppies have a sensitive period of development known as the 
socialisation period. It occurs from about 6 weeks to 4 months of 
age. The experiences the puppy has during this time will affect 
later behavior. From many early studies it is now known that 
dogs that have been isolated during this time are more likely to 
be hyperactive, aggressive, difficult to train, antisocial and fearful. If puppies are 
to develop into normal, friendly and confident adults, they need to be regularly 
handled and be exposed to many new and novel situations. 
Puppy Skool offers them a chance to interact with a variety of people and pup-
pies. It also provides your puppy with good manners, basic commands and obe-
dience and gives you education on puppy development and basic pet care. As 
well as early detection of behavioral problems in your dog, a chance to have fun 
with your puppy and an opportunity to make sure your dog enjoys visiting the vet. 
Congratulations to graduates of our Puppy Skool: Rocky Lovelock, Sapphire 
Forsdike, Freckles French, Nitro Lapham, Harley Nichols, Jethro Ferguson and 
Angus Forrest.  

The Echidna can be found all over Aus-
tralia in a wide variety of habitats. Al-

though not commonly seen, they are not considered 
threatened. Their tongue is very long and sticky and is 

perfect for catching termites and ants that make up their 
staple diet. They travel long distances looking for food. It is 
important that you don't try to relocate Echidna’s as they 
leave their young in the nest whilst foraging for food and 
need to be able to return.  

FaKT: Each of the spines found on an Echidna is formed from a single hair.  
The female lays a single egg in her pouch. After 10 days, the egg hatches and a 
baby echidna (puggle) is born. They are born blind and hairless, and suckles milk 
within the pouch. After an average of four weeks, the puggle develops sharp 
spines and is large enough to venture out from the pouch. The Echidna is depicted 
on the Australian 5 cent coin. 
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With Middy Mills 
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Horses are particularly susceptible to 
tetanus. Tetanus in horses is caused by 
the same bacterial toxins that are re-
sponsible for causing the disease in 
other species. The disease occurs 
when a wound becomes infected. Teta-
nus can be life threatening and difficult 
to treat.  
Strangles is a highly contagious respi-
ratory disease of horses. Some horses 
can be carriers for many months. The 
signs of strangles include: fever, de-
pression, anorexia, nasal discharge, 
swollen lymph nodes around the throat 
and jaw which often form abscesses. 
Complications such as pneumonia and 
death can occur. Infected horses 
must receive adequate veterinary 
treatment and need to be isolated 
and rested for up to 3 months. Stran-
gles is a notifiable disease in NSW. 
 
Annual vaccination is extremely effec-
tive in preventing tetanus and stran-
gles. It cannot be emphasised enough 
how important it is to make sure all 
horses are properly vaccinated. We 
stock plenty of refrigerated equine vac-
cines, so please let the vet know in 
advance if any are required during 
large animal visits.  
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Freckles 
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Cattle owners are reminded that to ensure cattle 
are protected, now is the time to be giving BEF 
Vaccine. At the bare minimum, all bulls must be properly vaccinated and when the 
vaccine costs under $4 a dose, one could argue that valuable females should also 
be protected from the disease. The vaccine and diluent come in 10 dose vials and 
both need to be refrigerated and carefully handled. Please do not wait until the 
disease has arrived in late Summer, by which time vaccination is of little benefit. 
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