
Autumn has arrived and will hopefully bring a pleasant relief from the humid weather we have been experi-
encing. We should soon be noticing a nice nip in the air in the evenings and early mornings. Don’t forget 
that our pets will also be starting to feel the change in the weather, making it a good time to ensure they 

have a nice warm, padded area to sleep. Easter is nearly upon us and again it is a time we often enjoy indulging on 
delicious chocolate but don’t forget to avoid sharing your chocolate with your pets. We have had a fun time putting 
this newsletter together, reflecting on some of our recent cases and issues and we hope you enjoy reading all the 
varied and interesting topics. 
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The beagle is a friendly, fun, outgo-
ing breed and is a popular family 
dog.  
They are extremely cute especially as 
puppies but as tempting as it is to 
rush out and buy a Beagle puppy, 
this breed is certainly not for every-
one.  
Beagles are very inquisitive and they 
are hounds. Their scenting ability 
means the nose often gets them into 
trouble when they go off on a tan-
gent. Training is important; even 
though they have a mind of their 
own, they can make very good obe-
dience dogs if the motivational train-
ing method is used.  
The beagle is a small to medium 
breed and are prone to getting podgy 
as they love food and have pleading 
eyes always begging for more. They 
have a short, smooth coat usually 
tricoloured or tan and white. A pure-
bred should always display white 
feet and white on the tip of the tail 
and usually a white chest. They only 
need a weekly brush and bath as nec-
essary. 
Beagles have a high level of stamina 
and require regular exercise. 
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Dog attacks are very upsetting for dog owners and veterinarians 

to witness and deal with. Fortunately many of these altercations 

are preventable. The Companion Animals Act 1998 is the legis-

lation regarding dogs and to a lesser extent cats. It basically sets 
the rules and  responsibilities for pet owners to abide by. The most important responsibility 

of a dog owner is that ‘a dog that is in a public place must be under effective control’. This 

means that you cannot just go for a swim or a surf and let your dog roam around and do 

what he or she  likes on the beach until you return. Effective control also implies that you 

must keep your dog on leash in an off-leash area if he or she is too boisterous or large to be 
let off when smaller dogs and/or children are present. This basically comes down to com-

mon sense and good manners. Another part of the legislation worth mentioning is that dogs 

are prohibited in some public places, most notably children’s playgrounds and food prepara-

tion (BBQ) areas (10 metre distance). There are exemptions to some of the rules for bona 
fide assistance dogs such as guide dogs.  

Luckily the vast majority of dog owners do the right thing and follow the rules but there 

always seems to be a few that spoil things for the rest of the community and the outcome 

can be horrific. Nobody wants to end up with their beloved dog having to be destroyed for 

attacking another animal or a child. For more information the legislation is easily obtainable 
online. 

Smidge the cat presented with diffi-
culty urinating. Smidge was still 

able to pass urine, but was taking an increased amount of time to do so. 
Traces of blood could be seen in Smidges urine and when it was exam-
ined under a microscope a large number of crystals where noted.  
Smidge was diagnosed with Feline Lower Urinary Tract Disease (FLUTD).  
There is no single cause for this disease, however by ensuring your cat is provided with a 
nutritious diet, adequate water, clean litter and maintain a healthy body weight can help re-
duce the risk of developing urinary problems. It is a condition mostly seen in desexed male 
cats. 
Signs of FLUTD: changes in urination or behaviour, straining to urinate, frequent and/or 
prolonged attempts to urinate, abnormal urine colour or odour, urinating outside the litter 
box, or excessive licking of the genital area.  
Some cats require surgery or catheterisation, fortunately Smidge was able to be treated with 
antibiotics and a special veterinary diet to help dissolve the stones. A cat with this condition 
will need to remain on a special maintenance diet to reduce the risk of recurrence. Thanks to 
the watchful eye of  Smidges owners and the ongoing care they are giving he is doing well.  
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EASTER BASKET 
BEANS CROSS 
LAMB   JELLY 
COLOR  CANDY  
SPRING  SUNDAY  
LILY   BUNNY 
EGGS  CHICK 
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Most likely at some stage of your pets life your vet will ask you to col-
lect a urine sample. Here are some handy hints. 
-Take your dog outside on a lead, early mornings are best. 
-Use a clean container (small take away container) large enough to avoid getting 
wet fingers. 
-When dog squats or cocks leg quickly catch the sample (often need to crouch 
down low to do this).  
-Pour into a clean jar or urine container that you have already collected from vet . 
Collecting urine from a cat is much more difficult. 
-Lock the cat inside in a room with a kitty tray lined with plastic tubes (e.g. recy-
cled plastic caps off needles, pen lids etc). This works perfect as litter. 
REMEMBER TO ALWAYS: Place fresh sample in fridge and phone to let us know 
you are bringing in a sample so we can allow time to test it. Discard samples after 
12 hours. 
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Congratulations to graduates of our Puppy Skool: Buddie 
Austin, Nifty Woodhouse, Ally Morland, Chilli Burbidge, Sammy 
Baker, Ruffles Rolling, Kelly Chalker, Terry Gooch, Tika Scutts, 
Misha O’Sullivan, Bella Dixon, Max Possingham, Bea Hallberg, 
Fuzz Rooke, Jiro and Jordi Rippon. 

Many people will no doubt 
agree that the cicadas 

have been extremely loud this Summer. 
Cicadas belong to the insect family which 
also includes aphids and bugs. They have 

specialised organs called ‘tymbals’ which are a pair of drum like 
structures that are located at the base of the abdomen. These then 
vibrate together to produce sound which resonates through their hol-
low body. 
Cicadas sing primarily to attract a mate but also to repel predators. Different va-
rieties of cicadas each have a unique sound so they only attract a mate of their 
own species. The crescendo of some species can reach 120 decibels which is 
loud enough to damage the human ear. While other species have songs so high 
pitched that humans cannot detect them. 

With Middy Mills 
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Even though you do everything you can 
to look after your pet, accidents and 
illness still happen and unfortunately 
there is not a Government Funded 
Scheme such as Medicare in Animal 
Health. This means that treatment and 
medication can not be subsidised by 
the Government as it can be for Human 
Health. 
 
Providing quality care for your pet can 
be expensive. When you consider the 
modern facilities and referral options 
available, and the expense of veteri-
nary equipment it comes as no surprise 
that this expertise comes at a cost. 
However, veterinary medicine is not 
subsidised so all of the costs are to be 
met by the client. 
 
Fortunately Pet Health Insurance is 
available and is provided by many dif-
ferent companies, allowing you the 
ability to choose the best option for you 
and your pets. Some policies also help 
with the expense of everyday wellness 
care such as vaccinations, worming 
etc. Insurance companies don’t cover 
pre existing conditions so it is best to 
start your pet on health insurance when 
they are young. 
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Ruffles 
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There are a large number of 
vaccines for cattle and sheep 
on the market making it somewhat confusing. By far the most 
important of these are the Clostridial diseases; Tetanus, 
Blackleg, Enterotoxaemia (pulpy kidney), Malignant oedema 
and Black disease. These 5 diseases are very easily pre-

vented by adopting husbandry procedures to ensure that all livestock are vacci-
nated at least twice from about 6 weeks of age onwards (4-6 weeks apart) and 
then single vaccination boosters given every 12 months. It is extremely important 
to ensure calves and lambs are vaccinated properly, as younger animals are at a 
much greater risk of disease. The Clostridial diseases are caused by bacteria en-
tering the body via cuts, abrasions or ingestion. The bacteria responsible are 
widespread in the environment, mostly soil and faeces. They form resistant 
spores which survive for many years. Unfortunately the Clostridial diseases are 
usually fatal. The most common of these diseases seen on farms are Blackleg in 
young cattle and Enterotoxaemia (pulpy kidney) in lambs. Often these cases will 
present as sudden death. When one looks at cost of 5 in 1 vaccine versus the 
benefits, there really is no argument. 
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